Newsletter for Parents
Friday 5th April
‘Learning is the only thing the mind never exhausts, never fears and never regrets’
Leonardo Da Vinci
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are two thirds of our way through the school year and this term has been packed with school
events, fundraising, drama workshops, reading events, sporting activities and a lot of work behind
the scenes to strengthen teaching learning and our curriculum. Hopefully through your attendance
at learning events and learning consultations you may have seen evidence of the learning
processes, creativity in thinking, breadth of delivery and depth in understanding across a holistic
curriculum. As always the children have thrown themselves into their learning with enthusiasm and
have achieved a lot over the past term, it is a privilege to see them grow socially, emotionally,
academically and thrive.
At Hook Junior School we place great importance upon developing our practice and provision to
enhance children’s achievement. Every Wednesday after school we deliver a programme of
professional development for all teachers and we do the same on a Friday during the school day
for all LSAs/HLTAs; this enables us to share best practice, develop our practice and continually
adapt our strategies to meet the needs of our children and changes in educational practice. Our
programmes are derived from our School Strategic Plan and any recent updates to subjects as
they arise.
This term staff have received and supported one another with moderating pupil work in writing and
maths, assessment for learning, enquiry as a process for learning, phonics and spelling, curriculum
design, memory and learning, mental health strategy, sketching in art, DT and computing skills
development and guided reading. It is extensive and serves to improve teaching to improve
learning and enjoyment of learning for the children. Every teacher is also a subject leader, this
retains the integrity of a subject, its skills and body of knowledge, and allows us to assess
children’s understanding and learning whilst ensuring that every subject in our curriculum is
important, is valued and provides our children with a breadth and balance across all aspects of
learning.
Next term we face sports day, BPSM, strawberry tea, end of year reports, class transitions, Y6
SATS and production, in addition to year group learning events and the entire curriculum has to
offer. Our new sports equipment from recent fundraising has arrived and the Trim Trail is
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scheduled for development, all of which will be exciting additions for PE, sport and play. There is
much to look forward to and for the children and parent/carers to enjoy.
Whilst we all look forward to our Easter break I wish to extend my gratitude to you all for your
continued support and your involvement with the school. I look forward to welcoming you and the
children back in the summer term. In the meanwhile have a safe, relaxing and enjoyable Easter
break.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs L Martin
Headteacher

Prefect and Media Correspondence Team Blog
Welcome to the weekly blog! We have had a very exciting and busy end to the Spring term.
Year 3 performed their Easter service within the church around the story ‘The Three Trees’ on
Thursday and impressed their audience. Mrs Martin commented on how well they performed
professionally with loud, clear voices.
During lessons in Year 4, they have been learning how to say Easter words in French and have
also been looking at the Easter story. As well as this, they had their last swimming lesson at Hart
Leisure Centre which they all enjoyed.
On Tuesday, Year 5 went on a very wet river trip to Bassett’s Mead and unfortunately had to come
back early due to weather conditions. However, they did many activities whilst they were there:
measuring the speed and depth of the river (which involved Mr Hall having to get in), a treasure
hunt for wildlife and some observational sketching.
Both Year 5 and Year 6 have also been treated to a visit from the Young Shakespeare Company
this week, who performed Hamlet whilst involving the audience with some roles. It was an
engaging performance which we all enjoyed.

SATs Presentation Evening Resources
Slides from our SATs presentation to year 6 parents are now available on the school website along
with other useful guidance and practice materials.

Orchestra News
On Wednesday evening, Hook Junior School’s orchestra took to the stage at Oakley Junior School
– along with 4 other Schools – to provide an entertaining evening of music for their family and
friends. There was something for everyone in the programme; from Fairfield Juniors’ Land of Hope
of Glory, Oakley’s excellent rendition of the Dr Who theme and Hook’s ‘pop’ contributions of
Havana and Firework.
It was the first joint concert of its kind and, hopefully, not the last. Well done to all the players from
Hook; Mrs Raimbaux, Mrs Linehan-Hill and your parents are exceptionally proud of all that you
have achieved.
Many thanks to all the families for supporting Hook Junior's young musicians – it was lovely to see
so many familiar faces in the audience. Your encouragement is invaluable.
Bring on the Anvil concerts next term!
Mrs Raimbaux, Orchestra Leader

Year 3 Easter Service
On Thursday 4th April 2019, the Year 3’s performed a magical Easter Service at St John’s Church
in Hook. We think everybody liked the Chocolate Song best! However, we think they also enjoyed
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everything else just as much. Year 3 spoke and sang confidently and beautifully for the whole half
an hour that they performed. Thank you to all the parents and carers who came to watch and
support.
Well done Year 3!
Lydia B and Josh B (3SR)

Science Week
The highlight in our science curriculum this half term would have to be our Science Week. The
children took part in a number of workshops and lessons based on the theme of journeys. We were
lucky to have some parents come in and support us, thank you to those who did. STEM (science,
technology, engineering and maths) projects have successfully taken part in year 5 and year 6 this
term. Year 5 enjoyed taking part in the RAF project whilst year 6 has been incredibly engaged in
their rubber band car challenge. It has been a pleasure to see so many children enjoying science,
exploring, investigating, testing, enquiring and drawing scientific conclusions.
Miss Evans

Site Safety Visit, Barratt Homes Oakwood Grange
On Monday, a group of twelve children from
across the school visited Barratt Homes’
Oakwood Grange development in Griffin Way
North. The children were invited to the new
homes development to learn about the
importance of staying safe around building
sites. Alongside important safety messages,
the children were also taught about the
materials and work that goes into building
houses, and the opportunities available in the
construction industry. The undoubted highlight
of the visit was when the children had a go at
building a wall by laying a number of bricks.
We would like to thank the staff at Barratt Homes who made us very welcome and gave us all such
a fantastic experience.

Year 4 swimming
The Year 4 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their swimming lessons this term and made fantastic
progress in their confidence and skills. The Year 4 team would like to say a huge thank you to the
staff and parents who have supported us as well as a thank you to all of the parents and carers
who diligently provided swim kit each week! We would also like to thank the brilliant team at Hart
Leisure who have been very supportive and provided great coaches and facilities.

World Book Day 2019
This year’s World Book Day was a great success with the whole school engaging with the fantastic
book by Nicola Davies, ‘Perfect’. It is vital that the importance of reading is celebrated and there
was a tangible sense of enthusiasm as each year group discussed and responded to this powerful,
inspirational and thought-provoking book. A love of reading was also celebrated out on the
playground at break times, with teachers sharing their favourite books with the children and our
reading buddies giving their time to read with the infants. On top of all this, it was fantastic to see
the children (and teachers!) pulling out all the stops to show their love of reading by dressing up as
their favourite book characters and classroom doors being decorated with a range of wonderful
displays showcasing so many brilliant books! Another successful celebration of reading and a
wonderful opportunity to share a range of stories to inspire and excite!
Hook Junior School Weekly Newsletter

Page 3 of 17

Year 5 Learning Event
On Wednesday 27th March, year 5 children presented their solutions to the problem posed by RAF
Odiham in collaboration with Robert May’s School STEM ambassadors – to design and create a
water-tight device that could deliver necessary humanitarian aid to a country that has been
affected by a natural disaster. Parents were invited along to the school hall where they were
treated to a host of fantastic, persuasive presentations of the children’s solutions, supported by
scale-model representations, wonderfully created pitching boards and design log books – all with
the aim of convincing parents to vote for their group’s design. The year 5 teachers were incredibly
proud of all the children for their efforts and are pleased to announce that the winning groups
consisted of the following children: Euan R, Ben A and Maddison H (W.S.O – Water Supply
Operation) and Izzy P, Hannah B and Maisie T (B.W.C.D – Best Water Carrier Designers). These
children will now be going to RAF Odiham in June to compete against other schools in the grand
final. Well done to all!

Young Shakespeare Company visit
Hook Junior School were pleased to welcome back the Young Shakespeare Company on
Wednesday 3rd April to deliver a fantastic performance of ‘Hamlet’. This classic production was
told to year’s 5 and 6 in spectacular fashion with the children fascinated by the narrative and the
rich language that was showcased by the actors. With English writing units in place to follow this
production, the children are now excited to learn more, and the performances given will serve as a
fantastic stimulus to inspire their learning journeys. Adding a modern twist to this classic tale, the
performers presented the story in a captivating manner, even involving the children at various
times – the look on the children’s faces were priceless and a timely reminder of the powerful
impact of Shakespeare’s narratives. The buzz in the room was audible and such was the
impression made by the performers, talk of the stories key moments were still being discussed
long after the performance!

The Great Hook Cook off - Year 4
Year 4 enjoyed their 'walking gallery' to share and give feedback on their half term project this
week. A wonderful, mouth-watering array of recipes was on display (some of which the teachers
may have then tried at home!). The children were rightly proud of the skills they have learnt with
this project and were able to confidently talk about how they had used maths to calculate
ingredient cost; geography to find out where the ingredients or recipe was from as well as crucial
Design and Technology skills in their production and evaluations. One year 4 told us: "I never
thought I could cook and now I want to make more meals at home!", while another commented
that: "It tasted so much better when I made it myself!". Thank you to all parents and carers for the
support for this project: these are such important life skills and we hope you see more of this at
home!

School Council Cake Sale - 1st May 2019
The School Council are committed to improving the school grounds for all children, and are
planning a Cake Sale to raise money towards new play equipment to replace the old playdale. For
those of you who aren't familiar with this - this is the square fenced off area currently housing
basketball hoops! The children would love to turn this area into a climbing area or a sun shaded
area for relaxation. The Cake Sale will be held on Wednesday 1st May 2019 after lunch and at the
end of the school day, and cakes will be priced at 50p for small cakes and £1 for larger slices. We
would love any cake donations to come in to the School Office on that day, and please send
children with the correct change to make the sale smoother. Thank you so much for your
support! From The School Council.

PE and Sport
Mr Colebrooke, Miss Richardson (PE and Sport Leaders), Mr Quilter (Sports Activity Coordinator)
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The Spring term ear has been full of sports with new sports being learnt in school and a host of
events and competitions going on after school.
Curriculum PE and Sport
Tennis and hockey have been the focus of PE learning this term. As in previous years, we were
pleased to welcome Mr Watton to share his experience and expertise in the teaching of hockey
during this term’s lessons. The skills that Year 6 have demonstrated in their lessons with the
control they have over the ball clearly shows the impact of his teaching over the previous four
years and is one of the reasons that our hockey team this year have performed so well.
Once again, our diverse extra-curricular sporting clubs have proved to be very popular with ever
more children getting the chance to learn something new and have fun doing it. The summer clubs
offering has been shared with you this week. Please browse the clubs on offer with your children
and encourage them to sign them up for a place.
Following the children’s incredible efforts in raising money when British gymnast, Kelly Simm,
visited our school we have been able to purchase a large amount of new sports equipment ready
for the summer term. I would like to say an enormous thank you to all who generously sponsored
the children and a big well done to the children themselves for the money raise – we look forward
to seeing children using the equipment.
Sports events and competitions
This term has seen more sporting events than ever before with boys and girls in the school teams
competing in both leagues and cup matches. Below is a summary of the results.
Year 5/6 Girls Football Team – Win!
2-0 win vs Frogmore, 4-0 win vs Manor in the Cup (through to Quarter Finals).
Team members: Natsune S (Captain), Demi H, Rose S, Ava B, Lily H, Sasha L, Jasmin H, Amelie
E, Freya P, Phoebe C, and Clara J.
Year 5/6 Netball Team – Win!
11-3 win vs Potley Hill, 9-4 win vs Charles Kingsley, 11-2 win vs Hawley.
Team members: Bethan M (Captain), Ava B, Eleanor B, Millie T, Ade A, Euan R, Eleanora B,
Sarah H, Kirsten B, Katie C, Megan C and Matthew T.
Year 5/6 Boys Football
2-1 loss to Church Crookham, 3-0 loss to Elvetham Heath (A), 2-0 win vs Potley Hill in the Cup
(into Quarter Finals) and 1-0 win vs Velmead.
Team members: Thomas K (Captain), Charlie F, Tyler M, Zach R, Shay K, James T, Oliver H,
Louis K, Ollie A, Noah O, Tomas V and Alfie G.
Year 5/6 Cross Country Team
League runs at Fernhill School and Cover School - Final League standings put the Boys in 3rd
place overall and the Girls in 2nd Place! There have also been fun runs for other children to take
part in.
Team members: Ruby W, Gabriella M, Rose S, Bethan M, Sarah H, Isabelle R, Amelie P, Katie C,
Lily H, Freya P, Charlie F, Thomas K, Noah O, James T, Alfie D, Shay K, Ieaun W, Leo B,
Spencer F, Charlie M, James N, Jake A, Harry W and Oliver H.
Noah O, Ruby W, Thomas K, Gabriella M, Bethan M and Charlie F also qualified for and
represented the district running team and all finished in the the top half - a very impressive feat!
Year 5/6 Basketball festival at St Josephs
Children took part in a number of skill stations and matches at the end.
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Team members: Charlie M, Jamie I, Lewis H, Ava B, Rose S, Millie G and Louis K.
Year 4/5 Girls Football Friendly - vs St Nicholas
A great event with lots of goals scored. We are hoping to repeat this in the summer term.
Team members: Lara S, Charlotte T, Sophie S, Vanessa J, Phoebe C, Freya P, Lily H, Emily H,
Maisie T and Amelie P.
Year 3/4 Hockey Festival
Well done to the children from Year 3 and 4 who took part in the Hockey Festival at Elvetham
Heath on Tuesday 2nd April. They showed incredible teamwork and skills while being excellent
representatives of our school.
Team members: Molly McWilliams, Josh Bentham, Oscar Anderson, Charlie Roff, Ruby Hughes,
Paddy Hughes, Alex Soldat, Freddie Davis, Eliza Venton and Eden Ross
Junior Schools Hockey League
The Junior Schools Hockey League concluded this term with our Hook A team finishing in the top 8
in the league with 10 wins and the Hook B team not too far behind them in the table.
Year 5 Team Members: Gabriella (5SF), Emily R (5KB), Pheobe C (5KB), Emily H (5JH), Liam D
(5KB), Freya P (5KB)
Year 6 Team Members: Thomas K (6TC), Charlie F (6TC), Eric R (6TC), Amelie E (6VH), Hayden
P (6TC), Charlie M (6VH), Clara J (6TC), Robert C (6TC)
Future sporting events
The packed schedule of sporting events and fixtures continues into the summer term as we look
forward to both the Year 4/5 Girls football festival and Year 4/5 Boys football festival at Aldershot
FC. For the girls in years 5 and 6 there with be a number of football league fixtures and a friendly
game, as well as the quarter finals of the cup and tournament. The Year 5/6 Boys have their own
football Quarter final and a friendly while the Year 5/6 Netball team have a friendly and tournament
scheduled. The Year 5/6 Handball Tournament was postponed this week due to very heavy rainfall
this week and will be re-scheduled to take place in the summer term.
Last, but not least, the summer will also see every child in the school representing their house
teams at Sports Day on Wednesday July 17th – certainly plenty to look forward to!

School Lunches Feedback
School lunches are provided for children by the Hampshire Schools Catering team. The Catering
Team are gathering feedback in our region an invite parents of children who have taken a school
lunch to complete a brief food quality survey.

Attendance
Weekly attendance for all classes will appear in the newsletter each week.
Every day counts. Your child’s attendance matters!
Class

Average Attendance

Class

Average Attendance

3JR

96%

5KB

96%

3SR

97%

5SF

96%

3ES

98%

5JH

96%

4LE

98%

6VH

97%
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4RM

97%

6SH

98%

4NS

98%

6TC

97%

4KW

97%

Whole School 97%
Class with the best attendance = 6SH

Find out more...
Follow @HookJunior on Twitter for more up to date information and photos about exciting activities
at school. Staff post regularly to keep you up to date.

Stars of the Week, week ending 5th April
Year 3

Oscar S, Bronwen T, Kieran W

Year 4

Grace W, Merak M, Daniel H, Charlie J

Year 5

Kaelyn H, Abbey B, Georgia B

Year 6

Jack H, Robert C, Bethan M

Reading Class of the Week: 4NS (96.4%)
Sports Class of the Week: 3ES and 5SF
House Point Winners this week: Austen and Wellington
House Point Winners for this term: Nightingale
Spring Term Orchestra Trophy: Amelie E

Events Calendar
Date
23 April
24 April
29 April
30 April
30 April @ 6:30
3 May 4.15 - 5.30pm
2 May
3 May
3 May 4.15 - 5.30pm
8 May
11 May
13 May
21 May
23 May
27 May
22 June

Event
Summer Term Begins
HSPA Happy Circus
Dental Workshop for Year 3
Dental Workshop for year 5
Years 5 and 6 Sex and Relationships (SRE) Parents Meeting
BPSM Choir rehearsal at Bishopswood Junior School, Tadley
Dental Workshop for Year 4
Dental Workshop for Year 6
BPSM Choir rehearsal at Bishopswood Junior School, Tadley
Year 4 Trip to Southsea
HSPA Beer Festival
Year 6 SATs Week
Group Class Photographs
Whole School Virtual Reality Experience
Summer Half Term
HSPA Summer Fair
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Date
26 June @ 6:30PM
1 July
2 July
2 July
5 July
8 July @ 2PM
8 July @ 6:30PM
9 July @ 6:30PM
11 July @ 2PM
16 July
17 July
18 July @ 1:45PM
19 July @ 1:30
22 July
23 July

Event
Year 2 Parent Transition Evening
Year 6 Transition Day to Robert Mays School
Year 6 Transition Day to Robert Mays School
Year 2, 3 and 4 Transition day at Hook Junior School
Year 6 Performance Dress Rehearsal
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Production
Year 6 Production
Strawberry Tea
Year 6 Leavers Lunch
Sports Day
Year 6 Leavers Assembly
End of School Year
INSET Day
INSET Day

All forthcoming events are listed in the Events Calendar on the Hook Junior School website.
Alongside our own events, you will also find links to Hampshire County term dates and national
public holidays.
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